24                  A HAUNTED BEAUTY.

moved. And he said to his companion: Daughter,
I was right, and thou wert wrong. Look, and see,
and allow, that she is far more beautiful than even
thou art. Thereupon that gridhri\ laughed also3
and she said: Time shall show. Listen, King,
This is Kirttisena, a nephew of Wa'suki, King of the
Snakes, and I am his only daughter. For this form
of vulture was assumed by us, only to converse with
thee. Now he maintained thy daughter to be more
beautiful than I arn. Thereupon I vowed vengeance.
But I agreed to leave her unmolested, if thou didst
give her to him for a wife. So to preserve her
from my vengeance, he asked her of thee in marriage.
Now, then, since thou hast rejected his suit, despising
him hastily for his outward form, and since my own
beauty has been slighted by his comparison, ye two
shall be punished, she for her beauty, and thou
for thy insolence, aiid through the means of that
very beauty, on account of which my father and
1 have become contemptible. See, O thou who
despisest a suitor, whether thou canst easily pro-
cure another. This shall be the condition of thy
daughter's marriage. Whatever suitor shall lay claim
to her, thou shalt send up to this terrace alone

1 A female vulture.    I retain the original word, because it
seems to be peculiarly expressive of the thing.